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(57) Abstract: There is provided a management device for reducing the number of unique information not generated fix>m other 
unique information, among a plurality of information serving as a base of a key to be assigned to a device to be managed. In a node 
of each layer of a tree structure excluding a leaf, for managing a plurality of terminal devices, the management device acqiiires a 
partial set of a device identifier existing under its control; searches a partial set including the entire partial set of the lowest layer 
excluding the layer of the leal^ fix>m the layer immediately above; correlates them; searches a partial set including the entire partial 
set of the correlation destination fi-om the same layer or the layer immediately above; coirelates them; controls to perform the process 
repeatedly until the process reaches the uppermost layer; controls 
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to execute the processes repeatedly for all the partial sets of the lowest layer; correlates the unique mfonnation to the partial sets of 
the lowest layer; and correlates the unique information obtained derivatively from the aforementioned correlated unique information 
to the partial sets linked by the correlation. 



